
 
 

 
 

THE BIG IDEA | God’s plans are perfect.  

Elementary 

 

SCRIPTURE | Jesus Clears the Temple: John 2:13-22  

Many people traveled a long way to celebrate a Jewish holiday called the Passover. 

The Passover is a time Jewish people remember what God has done. They look back at their time in 
Egypt, and how badly they were treated there. They celebrate how God had a plan and led them out of 
Egypt. 

INSTRUCTIONS: Read John 2:13-22. 

● Jesus came to Jerusalem to celebrate in the temple, like everyone else. 
● But once he got there, Jesus saw things going on at the temple that weren’t a part of God’s plan 

and spoke up. In fact, Jesus did more than that — Jesus flipped over tables and made a pretty 
big statement about how displeasing this was. 

● Jesus was very upset and made everyone leave the temple, and people wondered how Jesus 
had any power to do that. Jesus answered them by talking about the plans God had – plans that 
were bigger than the ones they had been making : Jesus shared the plan of how God would 
destroy and rebuild the temple. 

● This was very confusing to everyone because the temple was this massive, super special, and 
holy place. 



● What they didn’t know was that Jesus was talking about what was going to happen later when 
Jesus died on the cross for everyone’s sins. 

● Eventually, what Jesus said came true! Jesus’ disciples remembered later what Jesus said and 
believed God’s plan! God had one all along! 

 

ACTIVITY | Blueprints for Life 

INSTRUCTIONS: Tell the kids to write the blueprints for what they will do this week. On three separate 
papers, instruct the kids to draw a house, a school, and a church. Encourage them to write or draw things 
that will need to happen in each place: spending time with God, sharing their story, using their gifts, 
spending time with others, learning, giving, serving, getting help from each other. 

What will you do this week to follow these blueprints in your life? 

It is exciting to know that we do these things so that we are following God’s plans because God’s plans 
are perfect. 

 

DISCUSSION 

What are some things the Bible tells us we should do? 

Read Psalm 19:10. According to this verse, what is the Bible better than? 

Where can you find God’s plan for your life?  

 

PRAYER 

Dear God, thank you for showing us your plans through the words you gave us. We trust that your plans 
are perfect and that they will give us hope even when things aren’t going great. Help us follow your 
plans! Amen. 

 

MEMORY VERSE  

Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 


